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“But now Christ reconciled you in his body of flesh through death, in order to present you
holy, blameless, and faultless before him— 23if you continue steadfast and firm in faith, without
being moved away from the hope of the gospel.
Do not let anyone who enjoys false humility and the worship of angels tell you that you
are disqualified from the prize. This person goes into detail about what he has seen. He is
puffed up for no reason by the attitude of his sinful flesh. 19He does not hold on to the head,
from whom the whole body grows with the growth that comes from God as it is supported
and held together by its sinews and ligaments.” (EHV Colossians 1:22-23, 2:18-19).
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One of the challenges that we frequently face in sharing the gospel is how to minister to inmates in prison, who are repeatedly exposed to what Paul describes as, “persuasive speech
that sounds reasonable,” but in truth, is just another veiled attempt by Satan to move them
“away from the hope of the gospel” — the certainty that through Christ, forgiveness, life and
salvation are ours. Guaranteed!
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Jesus, Period!

Like the Christians in Colossae who
were being told that faith in Christ was
simply insufficient, many of the people
we minister to within the correctional
system are repeatedly exposed to the
notion that salvation is a matter of faith
in Christ, plus something else. It’s Christ
+ making the decision to invite him into
your heart. Christ + praying a special
prayer. Christ + living a pious life. Christ
+ accepting this special teaching or
revelation. It is as though Jesus’ perfect
life and death on the cross is somehow
incomplete, or that Jesus has done
his part and now you must do yours.
What’s more, they propose that without
these additions to Christ “you are
disqualified from the prize” of eternal
glory.
Recently, a young man in my Bible class
got all caught up in millennialism and
continued on page 2

Opening Doors During a National Crisis
Wow! God has certainly been busy turning evil into good during this national health crisis! While most of us have been sequestered in our homes by government restrictions, God has blessed one of our volunteers with a unique opportunity to serve at a
county jail. Having been deemed an essential worker by the jail where he volunteers, Luke has been able to minister to a fledgling group of Christians, and God has been busy pouring out his blessings.
God opens a door
A couple months ago, Luke was asked to meet with a young man named Manuel, and he soon began taking him through an
Adult Instruction class. A short time later, Manuel noticed another man on his unit writing a prayer. Intrigued, Manuel asked what
he was writing. “I am writing a letter to Santa Meurte, Our Lady of Holy Death” Juan explained. “I was arrested because I was
not praying to her.” When Manuel heard this, he convinced Juan that he needed to meet with, Luke. The jail granted Juan’s
request to meet with Luke, and he was able to tell Juan about Jesus.
God opens another door
A short time later, Juan was moved to another unit. Wanting to continue teaching him about the Lord, Manuel requested a transfer
to Juan’s unit. The jail granted the request and Manuel moved to the new unit! When he arrived, Manuel discovered three other
Hispanics on that unit, and so he began sharing his new faith with them. Every morning, Manuel would gather them around a
table and share with them the things he learned in Adult Instruction class. Luke was also bringing their group Spanish Bible study
booklets so they would have additional material to study together.
God’s work continues behind closed doors
When the jail was eventually forced to shut its doors to everyone except staff (due to more restrictions by the governor), God’s
work continued behind the closed doors of Manuel’s unit. Seeing a positive impact on his unit, one of the guards decided to help
the group keep the study materials coming. Once a week, Manuel
gives the guard a list of any Bible study booklets they might need
(along with the tests they’ve completed from the booklets they’ve
finished) and the guard phones Luke with the request. Luke then
drops off new study booklets and collects the tests that need to be
corrected.
While this health crisis is closing doors across the nation, our Lord
continues to carry out his work — opening doors, changing hearts
and lives.
We thank God for volunteers like Luke, who help us share the hope
of Jesus Christ with those who need it most. To God be the glory!

Jesus, Period!

continued from page 1

the rapture. Apparently, there were a few millennialists on his unit and all they wanted to talk about is the coming rapture
and the 1000-year reign. So, we took some time in one of our Bible classes to examine what Scripture had to say about
these special revelations. Unfortunately, what God’s Word had to say proved to be unsatisfactory to this young man, and
he stopped coming. Instead of “holding on to the head (Jesus), from whom the whole body grows with the growth that
comes from God,” they were becoming “puffed up for no reason by the attitude of their sinful flesh” as they add layer upon
layer of human wisdom to the Words of their God.
And so, what do we do? We do what we’ve always done. We go, week after week, month after month, sharing the
Word of our God. We “resolve to know nothing except Christ and Him crucified,”
in order that the people we serve might “continue steadfast and firm in faith, without
by Chaplain Joseph Radsek
being moved away from the hope of the gospel.” “We preach Christ crucified!” Period!

Sowing Seeds
I L-O-V-E spider plants! It’s really gotten so bad that my husband is begging me to give some of
them away. My journey with spider plants began when I received one from a neighbor who was
moving. Soon after I received the plant, I discovered how amazing spider plants are — they grow
babies. For someone who has been known to have a black thumb, spider plants have renewed
my confidence and love for indoor foliage. Part of what I love most about spider plants is that
they are very patient with their owner. It is difficult to kill them, and they reproduce without you doing much of anything at all. Babies just naturally sprout from the mother plant.
“How does all this relate to ministry?” you ask. Well, I sow a lot of seeds in my ministry to
women. Sometimes it’s through the Bibles I give out. Sometimes it’s through the Bible studies that
I conduct or the prayers we pray together. I typically never know if the seed is going to sprout,
much less bear fruit someday. Just recently, I have been blessed to see some little seedlings grow
into strong fruit-bearing plants.
Joni is a woman who I have walked with on her spiritual journey for many years. We’ve read
God’s Word together, prayed together, and now, she’s even become a resource for me!
A short time ago, Mia, an inmate I ministered to in jail, reached out to me a few months after her
release. She was clearly struggling, but unfortunately, Mia lived a considerable distance from
me. She listened intently to my words of encouragement from God’s Word, but she didn’t say
much.
I knew that I wouldn’t be able to walk as closely with her as she needed because of the distance
that separated us, but then I thought of my good friend Joni. She had been down this road before. Joni loved Jesus and loved serving him by sharing his love and truths with others, especially
during difficult times. I called Joni and asked if she’d be willing to help mentor Mia. She agreed,
and the two connected not long after.
Now, God is using the experiences, talents, and willing spirit of my friend Joni to reach out to
Mia as she navigates the difficult task of returning to the outside. I’m not sure how this journey will
end or whether the relationship will flourish. Regardless, it is wonderful to see how God can take
a seed, have it sprout, and bear new blossoms of its own.
by Chaplain Sarah Guenther
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